[image: image1.wmf]


The Education & Philanthropy SIG

A Special Interest Group [SIG] of the American Educational Research Association

Newsletter
aera SPECIAL eDITION
APRIL 2007
	OFFICERS

SIG Chair

Kent McGuire

Temple University

Philadelphia, PA
Program Chair
Ida Oberman

Alameda Unified School District

Alameda, CA 

Deputy Program Chair

Jorge Ruiz-de-Velasco

Stanford University
Palo Alto, CA

Treasurer
Marla Ucelli

Annenberg Institute Providence, RI &

New York, NY
Membership Chair
Steve Fleischman

American Institutes for Research (AIR)

Washington, DC

SIG Contact Information:
Ida Oberman

Tel: 510/521-7669
Email: idaoberman@alamedanet.net 
	AERA is almost here!  Even if you don’t plan to be in Chicago for AERA this year, we hope that this Education & Philanthropy Special Interest Group (SIG) newsletter provides valuable information and, maybe even, encourages you to attend next year. 
A frequent observation about the AERA conference (www.aera.net) is how huge an event it is and what a challenge it is to decide when to go and what sessions to attend.  Therefore, this year, in addition to sponsoring our own sessions, we have worked with the Districts in Research and Reform SIG to co-sponsor sessions and support others that may be of interest to E&P SIG members. The schedule we provide in this newsletter highlights sessions from both SIGs as well as others that may be of interest to you. 

In this newsletter you will find information on:


· A series of SIG-sponsored presentations, co-sponsored by Grantmakers for Education (GFE) that focuses on topics of interest to education grantmakers. These public sessions allow SIG members to interact with AERA meeting participants and with each other.
· Our annual SIG business meeting and reception, where current and prospective members can find out more about SIG events, future plans, and how to become active participants in all of our activities. The reception, which this year is being sponsored through the generosity of the Kauffman Foundation, allows participants to network with funders, researchers, and reformers interested in thinking creatively about accelerating and sharing our learning.
We hope that the program we have planned helps you to navigate AERA and engage leading education researchers and other SIG members in ways that help to meet your evidence needs. We look forward to seeing you in Chicago! 

——————————-
The Education & Philanthropy SIG is an association of education researchers and foundation officials that links these two communities, particularly during the AERA meeting. We share a common interest in addressing enduring questions in education and in promoting innovation and improvement based on evidence based strategies. The SIG fosters an exchange of ideas and information beyond the normal process of proposal development and grant making. We work to make AERA a key event on every education grantmakers’ calendar.

	Please join us:

Our goal is to provide a program of events at every AERA that meets the needs of the education philanthropy community. Your membership in the Education and Philanthropy SIG (AERA SIG #148) helps us meet this goal by increasing the allocation of sessions available to us within the annual AERA program and helping us to identify your needs and interests. 
Dues are modest and it’s easy join. You can become a SIG member as part of your AERA registration. If you are registering onsite, please make sure that you select SIG #148 and the membership term you desire. You can also download an online membership form from AERA and mail it to the address provided: https://www.aera.net/Default.aspx?id=274.


	For more information on the Education & Philanthropy SIG contact:

· Ida Oberman, SIG program chair (510/521-7669 or idaoberman@alamedanet.net), for general information on the SIG or to sign up for membership. 

· Steve Fleischman, SIG membership chair (202/403-5989 or sfleischman@air.org), if you would like more information regarding SIG membership or want to suggest new services that we might provide members.  
A special note about our partnership with Grantmakers for Education:

Grantmakers for Education (GFE) is philanthropy's knowledge source for achieving results in education (www.edfunders.org). It provides professional development, information, and networking to grantmakers to help foundations and donors improve achievement and opportunities for all students through their investments. Since 2001, GFE and the Education & Philanthropy SIG have jointly sponsored a series of sessions and events at AERA.

· Executive Director:  William Porter
· GFE Board Chair:  Lata Reddy, The Prudential Foundation


	Events and resources of interest:
· Grantmakers for Education 11th Annual Conference — October 17-19, 2007
According to GFE, this year’s annual conference will address “the challenges of how to transform a 19th century education system into one that prepares students – especially those who are most isolated or disenfranchised – to compete and connect in a world that is increasingly enmeshed both economically and culturally.” It will explore ways to “reinvent yesterday's practices to produce real gains in learning that prepare all students to thrive as citizens in a shrinking world.” Information on the conference is available at www.edfunders.org. 
· The Philanthropy Roundtable (www.philantrhopyroundtable.org) sponsors an ongoing education policy forum series, including a May 31 meeting in Philadelphia to explore the question “Can Urban School Districts be Reformed?” For more information, contact Stephanie Saroki, Senior Director, K-12 Education Program at ssaroki@PhilanthropyRoundtable.org or 202/822-8333.

· The American Enterprise Institute forum on “The Politics of Knowledge: Why Research Does (or Does Not) Influence Education Policy” — May 21, 2007
A series of panels during this day-long forum will address the evolving relationship between research and policy; how research is used by the public, the courts and educational leaders, and how incentives are changing for researchers and decision-makers. The foundation community will be represented on several panels. For information on the event, visit www.aei.org/events.


Education & Philanthropy SIG — Final Schedule of Events

MONDAY APRIL 9
2:15pm- 3:45pm
Examining  the Role of Philanthropy in Connecting Education Research to Broader Public Policy Debates on School Finance Reform 
(Sponsored by the Education & Philanthropy SIG)
Location:



Sheraton, Chicago Ballroom Section X Level 4
 

Participant:  Jorge L. Ruiz de Velasco 
Stanford University
Participant:  Rick Miller                       
California Department of Education
Participant:  Fred Fellow                      
Woodrow Wilson Foundation
Discussant:   Norm Fruchter                  
Annenberg Institute for School Reform
Chair:           Ida Oberman                     Alameda Unified School District

 

4:05pm - 5:35pm
California School Finance and Governance:  Getting Down to Facts
(Sponsored by Division L)
 

Location:



Sheraton, Colorado, Level 2
 

Participant:  Michael Kirst  

Stanford University

Participant:  Susanna Loeb 

Stanford University
Participant:  Dominic Brewer

University of Southern California

Discussant:   Marshall Smith 

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
TUESDAY, APRIL 10

6:15pm – 7:45pm

District Reform & Philanthropy  

(Co-sponsored by Districts in Research & Reform and Education & Philanthropy SIG)

Location:



Swisshotel/Fribourg, Third Floor

Participant:  Margo Quiricone             
Kauffman Foundation
Participant:  Bob Hill


Ball Foundation
Participant:  John Easton

Consortium on Chicago School Reform
Participant:  Jolley Christman            
RAND
Discussant:   Kent McGuire                
Temple University
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11
12:25pm - 1:55pm
Challenges, Opportunities and Data Resource Needs in Higher Education Research
(Sponsored by AERA)
 

Location:



Sheraton, Ontario, Level 2
 

Invited Speaker:  Michael McPherson  
Spencer Foundation

THURSDAY, APRIL 12
8:15am - 10:15am
Districts Matter:  Understanding District Participation in Ambitious Educations Improvement
(Sponsored by Districts in Research & Reform SIG with Education & Philanthropy SIG support)
 

Location:  



Swisshotel, Vevey, Third Floor
 

Participant:   Kiley Walsh 

Stupski Foundation  

Participant:  Juli Anna Swinnerton
University of Washington

Participant:  Christopher Miller

University of Illinois, Chicago
Participant:  Susan Bowles Therriault
AIR
Chair:           Meredith Honig

University of Washington
Chair:
        Ellen Foley

Brown University
 

6:15pm - 7:45pm
Education and Philanthropy SIG Business Meeting & Reception: Funders, Researchers, and Reform Supporters Join For District Reform--Opportunities and Challenges
Location:



Marriott, Huron, 10th Floor
Participant:  Paul Goren

Spencer Foundation
Participant:  Joan Talbert

Stanford University

Participant:  Jennifer O’Day

AIR
Moderator:    Marla  Ucelli

Annenberg Institute for School Reform
Discussant:    Kent McGuire

Temple University 

Co-Chair:      Steve Fleischman

AIR
Co-Chair:      Meredith Honig

University of Washington
 PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE RECEPTION, SPONSORED BY THE KAUFFMAN FOUNDATION

FRIDAY, APRIL 13
2:15pm - 3:45pm
Learning from Foundation Supported District Reform:  The Case of San Diego City Schools
(Sponsored by Districts in Research & Reform SIG with Education & Philanthropy SIG support)
 

Location:  



Swisshotel, Engelberg, Third Floor
 

Participant:  
Jennifer O’Day

AIR
Participant:
Heather Quick

AIR
Participant:
Catherine Sousa Bitter
AIR
Participant:
Cheryl Graczewski
AIR
Discussant:
Marshall Smith

William & Flora Hewlett Foundation
Discussant:
Gary Sykes

Michigan State University

Chair:

Jennifer O'Day 

AIR
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