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NAEP is the only common yardstick

NAEP can help answer:

• How are U.S. students doing academically?

• How is this generation faring compared to previous generations?

• How are different groups of U.S. students making progress over time?

2024 Nation’s Report Card

Provides comparable data across:

• The nation

• 53 states and jurisdictions

• 25+ urban districts

Grades assessed:

• 4th and 8th grade reading and math every 

2 years

• Additional assessments in 8th and 12th 

grades
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Nationally, scores 

are below 2019 

levels in reading 

and math in 4th 

and 8th grades

Compared to 

2022, reading 

scores continue 

to decline; 8th 

grade math 

scores are flat, 

but 4th grade 

math shows some 

promise

2024 Nation’s Report Card

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2024.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Reading and Mathematics Assessments 

(Grade 4 and 8), 1990 to 2024.

The nation hasn’t recovered from the pandemic
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In 15 states, 4th grade 

math scores 

increased 

10 states declined in 

at least one grade and 

subject

2024 Nation’s Report Card

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2022.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Reading and Mathematics Assessments 

(Grade 4 and 8), 2022 and 2024.

2022 to 2024: Some improvement amid 
stagnation and further decline
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States and Jurisdictions

• Delaware

• Louisiana

• Maryland

• Massachusetts

• Mississippi

• New York

• DC

• Puerto Rico

Urban Districts

• Atlanta Public Schools

• Baltimore City Public Schools

• DC Public Schools

• Guilford County Public Schools (NC)

• Houston Independent School District

• Los Angeles Unified School District

• Miami-Dade County Public Schools

2024 Nation’s Report Card

Some improvement among lower-performing 
students in 4th grade math 
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NAEP Proficient is the goal — and a high bar

2024 Nation’s Report Card

Grade 4 

Math

Locate whole numbers on a 

number line

Add and subtract multi-digit whole 

numbers, fractions, and decimals in 

single and multi-step problems

Compare and order whole 

numbers, fractions, and decimals 

to hundredths

Simplify expressions

involving integers

Apply strategies to solve

Pythagorean Theorem problems

Solve problems involving area, 

including composing and

decomposing complex figures

Grade 8 

Math

NAEP Basic NAEP AdvancedNAEP Proficient
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Mathematics Assessment (Grade 4 and 8), 

2024.



NAEP Proficient is the goal — and a high bar

2024 Nation’s Report Card

NAEP Basic NAEP AdvancedNAEP Proficient

Recognize a reason for a 

character's action implied in a 

section of a story.

Q. Why does Despereaux 

refuse to eat the book?

A. He wants to read it instead

Recognize an inference about 

a main idea in a story.

Q. The narrative says that ‘an 

interesting fate...awaits almost 

everyone, mouse or man, who 

does not conform.” This 

suggests something interesting 

will happen to Despereaux 

because…

A. He does not act and think 

like other mice

Select text that supports an 

idea about a story character's 

feelings.

Q: Furlough is frustrated 

because Despereaux isn’t 

listening to his lesson on 

scurrying. Select one 

paragraph from the story that 

supports this idea.

A. “’Cripes!” shouted Furlough 

from a far corner. “Don’t stand 

there in the middle of the floor 

talking about heaven. Move! 

You’re a mouse, not a man. 

You’ve got to scurry!’”

From The 

Tale of 

Despereaux 

by Kate 

DiCamillo

Grade 4 

Reading
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Reading Assessment (Grade 4), 2024.



NAEP Proficient is the goal — and a high bar

2024 Nation’s Report Card

NAEP Basic NAEP AdvancedNAEP Proficient

From “Stone 

in the Road” 

by William 

Bennett and 

“To Be of 

Use” by 

Marge Piercy

Grade 8 

Reading

Recognize a simple 

inference about the main 

character's motive for 

initial story action.

Q. In the story, why did the 

king place a stone in the 

road?

A. To teach his people to 

take responsibility

Explain how a statement 

by the main character 

applies to another 

character in the story.

Q. The King says, 

“Disappointment is usually 

the price of laziness.” 

Explain how this 

statement applies to a 

character in the story 

other than the king.

A. The farmer and soldier 

are both too lazy to move 

the stone in the road and 

end up disappointed when 

they find out they could 

have had a pot of gold.

Provide an opinion about the effectiveness of 

comparisons in a poem and explain with 

reference to the poem.

I love people who harness themselves, an ox to a heavy 

cart,

who pull like water buffalo, with massive patience,

who staring in the mud and muck to move things forward,

who do what has to be done, again and again

Q. Do you think these comparisons to animals are an 

effective way for the speak to make her point?

A: Yes, I think they are effective because everyone can 

think of an "ox" as a hard working animal and understand, 

so to say a person is like an ox and can pull "again and 

again" is clearly saying the person works long and hard.

 [OR]

No, I think she exaggerates with these comparisons 

because human beings do not harness themselves to a 

cart.
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SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Reading Assessment (Grade 8), 2024.



In 8th grade, the 

largest 

percentage ever 

— 33% — of 

students are 

below NAEP 

Basic. 

2024 Nation’s Report Card

* Statistically significant difference (p < .05) from the national percentage of students scoring at each proficiency level in 2022. Values may not sum due to rounding. Accommodations were not permitted for the 

assessments in 1990 and 1992.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Reading Assessment (Grade 8): 1990 to 2022. 

Declines did not start with the pandemic
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2024 Nation’s Report Card

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2024.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Mathematics Assessment (Grade 4 and 8), 

2019 to 2024.

More students scoring below NAEP Proficient
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2024 Nation’s Report Card

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2024.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Reading Assessment (Grade 4 and 8), 2019 

to 2024.

More students scoring below NAEP Proficient
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Only two states 

surpassed their 

2019 scores in a 

grade and subject: 

Louisiana (4th grade 

reading) and 

Alabama (4th grade 

math)

DoDEA showed no significant change 

between 2019 and 2024

2024 Nation’s Report Card

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2019.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Reading and Mathematics Assessments 

(Grade 4 and 8), 2019 and 2024.

2019 to 2024: All states are below pre-pandemic 
levels in at least one grade and subject
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For the last decade, 

performance for lower-

performing students has 

dropped. Growing 

inequality is a huge 

challenge

In 2024, there is a 56-point gap between 

students performing at the 25th and 75th 

percentiles, and a 107-point gap 

between students performing at the 10th 

and 90th percentiles in 4th grade reading 

2024 Nation’s Report Card

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2024.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Reading Assessment (Grade 4), 2011 to 

2024.

Gaps continue to grow between higher- 
and lower-performing students
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We’re in a long 

period of expanding 

gaps, but we’ve had 

periods of narrowing 

them

In 2009, the gap between 

students performing at the 

25th and 75th percentiles 

narrowed to 38 points, a 5-

point decrease from 2000

2024 Nation’s Report Card

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2024.

Values may not sum due to rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Mathematics Assessment (Grade 4), 2000 to 2024.

Progress is possible
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2024 Nation’s Report Card

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2024.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Reading Assessment (Grade 4), 2002 to 2024.

Louisiana is making gains in reading
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2024 Nation’s Report Card

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2024.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Mathematics Assessment (Grade 4), 2000 to 

2024.

Alabama is making gains in 4th grade math
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2024 Nation’s Report Card

* Significantly different (p < .05) from 2024.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Reading Assessment (Grade 4), 2002 to 2024.

Atlanta is making gains in reading
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Free- or reduced-price 

lunch is now reported as 

economically 

disadvantaged

This measure shows trends 

going back decades.

2024 Nation’s Report Card

Free- or reduced-price lunch is still reported
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NAEP now 

reports 

SES

In math, high 

SES students 

outperform 

their peers 

across every 

race/ethnicity

2024 Nation’s Report Card

Socioeconomic status (SES) measure new in 2024 

* Statistically different (p < .05) from students with Low SES within the same race.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), Reading Assessment (Grades 4 and 8), 2024.

Black includes African American, and Hispanic includes Latino. Race categories exclude Hispanic origin. Reporting standards not met for Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander for High SES for Grade 8, Math. For all 

values, nonresponse for this combination of variables was greater than 15 percent but not greater than 50 percent. Data shown use the four-component SES Index.
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Math

• 4th grade math scores 

are up 2 points 

nationally

• 8th grade math scores 

are flat nationally

Reading

• Reading scores in both 

grades are down 

nationally

2024 Nation’s Report Card

Key Takeaways

Both Subjects

• Gaps are growing 

between higher- and 

lower-performing 

students
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States can learn more from NAEP

• Understanding NAEP in context with state assessments

• Comparing NAEP results to states like theirs

• Connecting with states that are seeing progress

• Analyzing lower-performing students’ results

• Looking at key contextual data

2024 Nation’s Report Card 21



Coming soon

2024 Nation’s Report Card

Fall 2025

National science scores 

for 8th grade

Summer 2025

National math and reading 

scores for 12th grade 

2026

High School Transcript 

Study (HSTS)
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/nagbnagb.gov

Thank you! 
Questions? Email us at NAGB@ed.gov. 

mailto:NAGB@ed.gov
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